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2 KiNGs 11, 17. 

And Teho jada made a Covenant betweene the Lord and the Kj Wc: ET 

the people , that they ſhould bee the Lords people : likewiſe is RS: 
rweene the King and the people, _ 


ISAIAH 44. 


Prat ſay » Tam the Lord : another jou be Leaked by the name of leeek: 
@m another ſhall ſubſcribe with hu hand unto the Lord, &c. 
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The Kings Majeſties Charge, to all Commiſſioners and 
«Me miſters, within this Realme , in the yeare of God 
1580, 


gs Wee, and our Houſholde , have Subſcribed 
and given this publicke Confeſſion of our Faith, to the 
good cxample of our Subjefs : Wee commannd and Charge 
all Commiſſioners and Miniſters , to crave the ſame Con- 
fcflion of their Parochinars, and proceed 'againſt the refu- 
ſers , according to our Lawes and Order of the Kirk , de- 
livering their names , and lawfull proces to the Miniſters 
of our Houſe, with all haſte and diligence , under the paine | 
of fourtic pound to be raken from their ſtipend , that Wee, 
with.the advice of our Counſell, may take order with ſuch 
proud contemners of G o.D and our Lawes. 


4 
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Subſcribed with our Hand, at Halyrudhouſe, 1 5 8 0. 
T he 2. day of <March, the 14. yeare of our 
Reigne.. 
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' The Confeſsion of Faith , 
| 4: (18 
The Kirke of SCOTLAND. 


The Confeſſion of Faith , ſabſcribed at firſt by the Kings 
Majeſtic and his Houhold , in the year of God 1 580. 
Thereafter, by Perſons of all rankes,in the yeare 1 581, 
By ordinance of the Lords of the Secret {ounſell , and 
Adts of the generall Aſſembly. Subſcribed againe by all 
ſorts of Perſons in the yeare 1590', By @ new Ordi- 
nance of (ounſell,at the deſire of the generall Aſſembly: 
With a generall Band for maintenance of the true Relt- 
gion and the Kings Perſon. And now ſubſcribed in the 
yeare 1638, By Us, Noblemen, Barrons , Gentles 
men, Burgeſſes, Miniſters, and Commons , under ſub= 

ſcribing : Together, with our reſolution and promiſes for 
the cauſes after ſpecified , To maintaine the ſayd true 
Religion , and the Kings Majeftie , according to the 
Confeſſion foreſayd , and Aits of Parlament, The Te- 

. nor Whereof heere followeth. | 


5X EE All, and every one of Vs undervvritten 
AYR, Proteſt; that, after long and due Examination of . 
AMmtmA our ovvnc Conſciences,in matters of true 6 falſe 


T the Word and Spirit of G o vz and therefore vve 
lievevit nfciſle vvkh our mouths, ſubſcribe 
A 2 vvith 


+ 


The Confeſſion of Faith, 
with our hands, and conſtantly affirme before God , and the 
whole World: thatthis onely is the true Chriſtian Faith and 
Religion, pleaſing God, and bringing Salvationto man, which 
now is by the mercie of God revealed tothe world, by the 
preaching of the bleſſed Evangell. | | 

And received, believed,and defended, by many and ſundry 
notable Kirkes and Realmes, but chieflic by the Kirk of Scot- 
land the Kinzy Maijeſtie,and three eſtates of this Realme, as Gods eter- 
nall Trueth, and onely ground of our Salvation: as more par- 
ticularlie is expreſſed in rhe Confeſhon of our Faith, ftabli- 
ſhed, and publicklie confirmed by ſundry Acts of Parliaments, 
and now of along time hath beene openlie profeſſed by the 
Kings Majeſtie,and whole body of this Realme, both in Burgh 
and Land. To the which Confeſhon and forme of Religion, 
wee willinglie agrce in our conſciences in all points, as unto 
Gods undoubted Trueth and Veritic , grounded onely upon 
his written Word. And thcrefore; wee abhorre and deteſt all 
conttarie Religion , and DoQtine : But chieflie , all kinde of 
Papiſteric, in generall and' particular heads, even as they are 
now damned and confuted by the Word of God, and Kirk of Scot- 
land : but in ſpeciall wee deteſt and refuſe the uſurped au- 
thoritie of that RomanAntichriſt upon the Scriptutes of God, 
uponthe Kirk , the civil Magiſtrate, and conſciences of men. 
All his tyranous lawes made upon indifferent things againft 
our Chriſtian libertie, His erroneous Doctrine , againſt the 
ſufficiencie of the written Word, the perfetionof the Law, 
the office of Chriſt, and his bleſſed Evangell. His corrupted 
Do&trine concerning originall ſinne, our naturall inabillitie 8& 
rebellion to. Gods Law, our Iuitification by Faithonely , our 
imperte& Sanctification and obedience tothe Law,thenature, 
number and uſe of the Holy Sacraments. His five baſtard Sa- 
craments, with all his Rites, Ceremonies, and falſe Doctrine, 
added to the miniſtration of the true Sacraments aa" xr 

or 


- Of the Kirk of Stotland. SS, 1} 
Word of God. His cruell judgement againſt Infants, depar- 
ting without the Sacrament : his abſolute necefſitie of Bap- 
tiſme : his blaſphemous opinion of Tranſubſtantiation, or reall 
preſenceof Chrifts bodyin the Elements,and receiving of the 
ſame by the wicked, or bodies of men. Hisdiſpenſations with 
ſolemne Oathes, Perjuries, and degrees of Marriage forbid- 
den inthe Word : his crueltie againſt the innocent divorced: 
his divelliſh Maſſe: his blaſphemous Prieſthood : his profane 
Sacrifice for the ſinnes of the dead & the quicke : his-Canoni= 
zation of men, calling upon Angels or Saints departed , wor- 
ſhipping of Imagerie, Relits, 8 Croſſes, dedicating of Kirks, 
Altars , Dayes , Vowes to creatures; his Purgatorie, Pray- 
_ ers for the dead. praying, or ſpeaking ina ſtrange language, 
with his Proceſſions and blaſphemous Leranie, and multi- 
tude of Advocates or Mediators : his manifold Orders, Auri- 
cular Confeſſion : his deſperate and uncertaine Repentance ; 
his generall and doubtſomeFaith ; his ſatisfations of men for 
their finnes : his Tuſtification by works, spm operatum , works 
of Supererogation,Merits, Pardons, Peregrinations, and Sta- 
tions : his holy Water , baptiſing of Bells, conjuring of Spi- 
rits, croſſing, {aning, anointing, conjuring, hallowing of Gods 
good creatures, with the ſuperſtitious opinion, joyned there= 
with : his worldlie Monarchie, and wicked Hierarchie :. is 
three ſolemne vowes, withall his ſhavellings of ſundrie ſorts, 
his erroneous and bloudie decrees made at Trent , with all the 
ſubſcribers and approvers of that cruell and bloudie Band , 
conjured againſt the Kirk of God: and finallie; wee deteſt all 
his vaine Allegories, Rites, Signes, and Traditions, brought - 
in the Kirk , without, or againſt the Word of God, and Do- 
Qrine of this true reformed Kirk; to the which wee joyne our 
ſelves willinglie, in Docrine, Faith, Religion., Diſcipline, 


and uſe of the Holy Sacraments, as lively members of the 
lame, in Chriſt our Head : promiſing, and ſwearing by the 
«3 | great 


6 The Confeſſion of Faith, . 
Great Name of the Lord our GOD, that wee ſhall continue in 
the obedience of the Doctrine and Diſcipline of this Kirk, 
and ſhall detend the ſame according to our Vocationand Po- 
wer, all rhe dayes of ourlives , under the paines contained 
in the Law, and danger both of Body and Soule, in the day 
of Gods fearefull Indgement : and ſeeing that many are ſtir- 
red up by Sathan, and that Roman Antichriſt, to promitſe, 
ſweare, ſubſcribe, and fora time uſe the holy Sacraments in 
the Kirk,deceitfullic, againſt their owne conſciences, mind- 
ing thereby, firſt, under the externall cloake of Religion, to 
corrupt and ſubvert ſecretlie Gods true Religion within the 
Kirk, and afterward , when time may ſerve, to become open 
enemies and perſecutors of the ſame, under vaine hope of the 
Popes diſpenſation , deviſed againſt the Word of God, to his 
greater confuſion, and their double condemnation in the day 
ofthe Lonp Laave. - 5 
wee, theretore, willing to take away all ſuſpition of hy 
pocriſie, and of ſuch double dealing with God and his Kirk, 
Proteſt, and call The Searcher of all hearts for witneſle, that 
Our mindes and hearts, doe fully agree with this our Confe/- 
fron , Promiſe , Oath and Subſcription, ſo that Wee are not moved 
for any worldlic reſpe&, but are perſwaded onely in our Con- 
ſciences, through the knowledge and love of Gods true Reli. 
gion, printedin Our hearts, by the holy Spirit, as V Vee ſhall 
anſweerto him in the day, whenthe ſecrets of all hearts ſhall 
bee diſcloſed. Andbecauſe wee perceave , that the quietnes 
and ſtabilitic of our Religion and Kirk, doth depend upon the 
| fafetie and good behaviour of the Kings Majeſtic, as upon a 
comfortable inſtrument of Gods mcrcie, graunted to this 


Countrey, for the maintaining of his Kirk,and miniſtration of 


Iuſtice amongſt us, Wee proteſt and promiſe with our hearts 
under the ſame Oath, Hand-writ, and paines, that wee ſhall 
defend his Perſon and Authoritie, with our goods, bodies, 


and 


- 
-” 
- 


. Of the Kirk of Scotland, 
and lives, in thedefence of Chriſt his Evangell, Liberties of 


our Countrie, miniſtration of Tuſtice, and puniſhment of int- 


quitie, 7 __ all enemies within this Realme, or withou, as 
wee defire our God to beeaſtrongand mercifull Defenderto 
us in the day of our death, and comming of our Lord 7/ 
Chriff: To whom, with the Father, and the holy Spirit, bee 
all Honour and Glorie Eternallie- | 


IKE as many Ads of Parlament not onely in gene all 
| Es abrogate annull,and reſcindall Lawes, Statutes, As, 
Conſtitutions, Canons, civill or municipall,with al! other Or- 
dinances and practique penalties whatſoever , made ia preju- 
dice of the true Religion and Profeſſours thereof : Or,of the 
true Kirk diſcipline, juriſdiction, and freedome thereof: Or, 
in favours of Idolatrie and Superſtition : Or , ofthe Papiſti- 
call Kirk : As, £A#, 3. 44.3 1. Parl. 1. 47, 23, Parl 11, Af. 
1 F-4. Parl. 12. of King lanes the ſod, That Papiſtrie & Superſti- 
tion may bee utterly ſuppreſſed , according to the intention 
of the Ads of Parlament reported in the 5.. 42. Parl. 20, 
K. James 6, And to that end they ordaine all Papiſts & Prieſts. 
to bee puniſhed by manifolde Civitland Ecclefiaſt'ca'l paines,, 

as adverſaries to Gods true Religion, preachedand- by Law 
cſtabliſked within this Realme , £4#. 2 4. fark. K.lamesr 6. 
as common enemies to all Chriſtian governement, A#. 18, 
Part. 16. K. Jamer 6. as rebellets and gainſtanders of our Sou- 
veraigne Lords Authoritie , A#.. 47, Parl. 3.. K. lames 6.. and 
as Idolaters , 4. 104. Parl.7.K, lames 6. but alfo.in particu- 
lar ( by and attour the Confeffion of Faith) doe aboliſh and 
condemnethe Popes Authoritie and Iuriſdition out of this 
Land, and ordaines the maintainers thereof to be puniſhed, 
CAR, 2. Parl, 1. Af, 51. Parl. 3, 48, 106.arl-7, CAR.11 4. Parl. 
I2+K, James 6. doe condemne the Popes erroneous dodtrine;, 
orany other erroncous doctrine repugnant to any of _ 
£$ 
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8 The (Confeſſion of Faith , oy: 


ticles of the true & Chriſtian Religion publikely reached,” 


and by Law eſtabliſhed in this Realme : And ordaines the 
ſpreaders and makers of Bookes or Libelles , or Letters-or 
Writts of that nature to be puniſhed, <A. 46. Parl.3. cA#., 
106. Parl, 7. A.24. Parl. 11. King lames 6, doe condemne all 
Baptiſme conforme to the Popes Kirke and the Idolatrie of 
the Maſſe, and ordaines all ſayers , wilfull hearers, and con- 
cealers of the Maſle , the maintainers and reſetters of the 
Prieſts , Ieſuites, traffiquing Papiſts , to bee puniſhed withs 
out any exception or reſtriction , CA#.5.Tarl. 1. A. 120.Parl. 
12. Af. 164. Parl.13. CAd.193.Þarhkiq, Aft, Parl.19. As. 
Parl.2.0. K.lames 6. doe condemneall erroneous bookes and 
writtes conteining erroneous doctrine againſt the Religion 
preſentlie profeſſed,or conteining ſuperſtitious Rites and Ce- 
remonies Papiſticall, whereby the people are greatly abuſed, 
and ordaines the homebringers of them to be puniſhed, 4#. 
25. Parl.11.K. lames 6. doe condemne the monuments and 
dregs of bygane Idolatrie, as, gocing to Croſles, obſerving 
the Feaſtivall dayes of Saints, and ſuch other ſuperſtitious 
and Papiſticall Rites ,. to the diſhonour of God, contempr of 
true Religion & foſtering of greaterrour among the people, 
and ordaines the uſers of them to bee puniſhed for the ſecond 
fault as Idolaters, A.104. Parl 7.K. lames 6. 

Like as many adts of Parliament are conceaved for mainte- 
nance of Gods true and Chriſtian Religion , and the puritie 
thereof in Doctrine and Sacraments of the true Church of 
God, the libertie and freedome thereof, in her Nationall, Sy- 
nodall Aſſemblies , Presbyteries, Seſſions , Pollicie , Diſci- 
pline and Juriſdi&ion thereof, asthat puritie of Religionand 
libertie of the Church was uſed,profeſſed; exerciſed, preached, 
and confeſſed: according to the reformation of Religion in 
this Realme. As for inſtance, the 99. A, Tarl, 7. AF. 23. 
Tarl.11. AZ.114.Þ.12.47.160,Tarl.13. of K, lames 6, Ratified 


by 


4 
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' Of the Kirkof Scotland. 9- 
by the 4 AQ. of Charles. Sothat the 6. AF. Parl, I. and 68, A. : 30 : 
Parl, 6. of K. lami4 6. in the yeare of God 1579. declares th? = +3 

' | Miniſters of the bleſſed Evangel!, whom Godof his mercie ot LE 
L had raifed up, or hereafter ſhould raiſe, agreeing with them 
- that than lived in Do&rine, and adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments » and the people thar profeſſed Chriſt, as he was than 
offcred in the Evangell, and doth communicate with the ho- 
ly Sacraments (as in the reformed Kirkes of this Realmethey 
were preſentlic adminiftrate) according tothe Confeſſion of 
Faith, tobee the true and holy Kirk of Gh riſt Ieſus within this 
Realme,and decernes and declaresalland ſundrie , who either |; 
gaineſayes the Word of the Evangell, received and approved 3 
| as the heads of the Confefhon of Faith , profeſſed in Parla- | -Y 
| ment,in the yearc of God 1 560. ſpecifiedalſo in the firſt Par- k 
| lament of K. emer 6. and ratified inthis preſent Parlament, 
more particularlie doe ſpecific, or that refuſes the adminiſtra- 
tion of the holy Sacraments, as they were then miniſtrated, - 
| to bee no members of the ſaid Kirk within this Realme and 
true Religion, prefentlie profeſſed,ſo long as they keep themn- 
{clues ſo devyded from the focictie of Chriſts body : And the 
ſubſequent, A#Z.69. Parl.6. of K.lames 6. declares, That there is 
no otherface of Kirk,nor otherface of Religion, then was pre- 
ſentlic at that time, by the favour of God, eſtabliſhed within 
this Realm, which therefore is ever ſtyledGods trucReligion, 
Chriſts trucReligion,the true & Chriſtian Religion, & aper- 
fe& Religion. Which,by manifold as of Parlamet,all within - 
thisRealme,are boſid to profeſſe to ſubſcribethe articles ther- 
of, the Confeffion of Faith, to recant all doctrine and errours, 
repugnant to any of the ſaid Articles, A#.4. and 9. Farl.1. 42. 
4 5+46.-47. Farl.z .AR.71, Parl, 6. Af.106.Parl.7. Adt.24. Fart. 
11.4%. 123, Terl12, Af. 194.& 197. Parl, 14.of 'K. lanes 6. 
AnJ4 all Magiſtrates, Shirefs ; &c. 'On the one parte ate or- 
dained to ſearch, apprehend, and puniſh all contraviners, for 
B inſtance, 
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10. The Confeſſion of Faith ,', | 
inſtance, CA. 5. Tarl. r, 4. 104. I 25. Parl: x1, 
K.lames 6, And that notwithſtanding of the/Kings' Majeſtics 
licences on the contrarie, which are diſcharged'and declared 
to bee of no force, in ſo farre as they tend inany wayes,tothe 
prejudice and hinder of the execution of the Acts of Parſa- 
ment againſt Papiſts and adverſaries of true Religion, 4@, 
306; Parl.7. K. James 6. On the other part in the 47. A.P.3.K; 
James 6. Itis declarcd and ordaine&; ſeeing the cauſe of Gods 
true Religion,and his highnes Authority are ſo joyned,as the 
hurt of the one is common to both: 8& that none ſhall be xepu- 
ted as loyall & faithful ſubze&s toour Soveraigne Lord, br his 
Autority, but be puniſhable as rebellers & gaineſtanwets of the 
fame, who ſhall not giue their Confeſhon , and make'their 
profeſſion of the faid true Religion , &-that they who after de- 
feRion ſhall giue the Confeſhon of their Faith af new, they 
ſhall promiſe to continuetherein in time comming, to main- 
taine our Souveraigne Lords:Authority; aridatthe-uttermoſt 
of their power tofortifie, aſſt; and maintaine the true Prea- 


chers and Profeſſors of Chriſts Religion , againſt whatſoever 


enemies and gaineſtanders «©fthe ſame : and namelie, againſt 
all ſuch of whatſoever nation, eſtate, or degree they bee of : 
that have joyned, and bound themſelves, or-haye afhiſted, or 
aſſiſts toſettorward, and execute the' cruell decrees of Trent, 
contrary to the Preachers and true Profeſſors of the Word of 
God, whichis repeated word by wordin the Articles of Pa«- 
cification at Perth the 2 3 of Februar: 1572. approved by 
Parlament'the laſt of Aprill:r'57 3. Ratified inPariament 1578 
and related, 4, x23.Panl. 12, of *K. James 6. with this addition, 
that they are bound to reſi{t all treaſonable vproares and ho- 
ſtlizics raiſed againſt thetrueReligion-,the'Kihgs Majeſtic, 
and the tive Profefforso21 04h STS SD atob EG 

')Þikeas all licdges are bound to maintaine the K; Majeſties 
RoyalbPcrſon, and Authotity,the Authoritic of Parlaments, 
2 3QÞ117110 Hh without 
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Of the Kirk of Scotland. -- > 
without the which neither any lawes or Tawfolljudjcatories 
can be eſtablifhed, 48. 130.-4.13 1: Tark8, K, lamer 6; & rhe 
ſubjeRs liberties, who oughtonely 'to live & be governed by 
the Kings lawes,the common lawes of this Realmeallanerlie, 
AR48. Parl.;. K. lames the firſt, Af.To.Parl.6. K.lemes the 4, 
repeated in the CA. 17 1. Parl.8$. K-lames 6. Which, if they bee 
innovarted or prejudged, the comiſfion anentthe union of the 
two Kingdoms of Scotland & England, which is the ſole 48. 
of the 17. Parl. of K, Iames 6, declares, ſuch confuſion. would en- 
ſue, as this Realme could bee no morea free Monatchie, be- 
cauſe by the fundamenrall lawes, ancient priviledges, offices 
and liberties of this Kingdome, not onely the Princelie Aye 
thority of his Majeſties Royall diſcent hath been theſe many 
ages maintained,but alſo the peoples ſecuritie of their Lands, 


Iivings, rights, offices, liberties, anddignities preſerved, and 


therefore for the preſervation of the ſaid true Religion, Lawes, 
and Liberties of this Kingdome, it is ſtatute by.the 8. 48, 
Parl.1. repeated inthe 99 A. Parl:7. Ratified inthe 23 44, Farl.1 1. 
and 114. Af. of K. lames 6. and 4. AF. of K. Charts.” Thar all 
Kings and Princes at their Coronation and reception of their 
Princely Authoritic,ſhall make their faithful promiſe by their 
ſolemne oath in the preſence of the Eternall God, that, endu- 
ring the whole time'of theirlives, they ſhall ſerve the ſame 


Eternall God, tothe uttcrmoſt of their power, according as 


he hath requiredin his moſt holy Word,containedin rhe old 
and new Teitaments. And according to the fame Word, ſhall 
maintaine the true Religion of Chriſt Ieſus, the preaching of 
his holy Word, the due & right miniſtrationof rhe Sacrametrs 
now receaved and preached within this Realme(according to 
the Confefſion of Faith immediatelie preceeding) and fhall 
aboliſh and gainſtand all falſe Religion contrarie to the ſame, 
8& ſhall rule the people,commirted to their charge, according 
to the will and command of God); revealed in his foreſaid 


I 2: Word, 
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12 The Confeſſion of Faith , 
Word.and according to the lowable lawes and conſtitutions 
received inthis Realme, no wayes repugnant: to the ſaid will 
of th: Etecnall God, and ſhall procure, to the uttermoſt of 
their power , to the Kirk of God, & whole Chriſtian people 
truc and perfir peace inalltime comming; and that they ſhall 
bee carefull ro roote oat of their empire all Heretikes , and 
enemies to the true Worſhip of God, who ſhall bee convi- 
&ed by the true Kirk of God, of the foreſaid crimes , which 
was allo obſerved by his Majeſtic, at his Coronation in Eder- = 
burzb, 1633. as may be ſeene inthe order of the Coronation, 
{n obedience to the Commandement of G OD, con- 
forme to the praQiiſe of the godlic in former times, and accor- 
ding to the laudable example of our Worthy and Religious 
Prog:nitors, and of many yetliving amongſt us , which was 
warranted alſo by a& of Counſel}, commanding a generall 
band ro bee made and ſubſcribed by his Majeſties ſub;e&s of 
all ranks, for two cauſes : one was, for defending the true Re- 
ligion , as it wasthen reformed, and is expreſſed in the Con- 
fefſion of Faith, aboue writtin, and a former large Confel- 
fion eſtabliſhed by ſundrie acts of lawfull generall Aſſem- 
blies, and of Parlament, unto which it hath relation ſerr 
downe in publike Cathechiſmes , & which hath been for ma- 
ny yeares with a bleſſing fram Heaven, preached, andprofef- 
ſed in this Kirk and Kingdome, as Gods undoubted trueth , 
grounded onely upon his writtin Word, The other cauſe 
was, for maintaining the Kings Majeſtie his Perſon and E- 
ſtate: the true W or{ hip of God, and the Kings authoritie 
beeing ſo ſtraitlie joyned, as that they had the ſame friends and 
common enemies , anddid ſtand andfall cogither.. And final- 
lie, becing convincedin our mindes, and confeſſing with our 
mouthes, that the preſent & ſucceeding generations in this 
Land, are bound to keep the foreſaid national Oath and ſub. 
f:ription inviolable, Wee Noblemen, Barrons, Genitlement, 
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Burgeſſes, Miniffers, and Commons under fubſcribing, con- 
ſidering diverstimes before, and clpecially at this time, the - 


danger of the true reformed Religion, of the Kings hdnour; 
and of the publicke peace of the Kingdom ; By the manifold 
innovations and eyills, generallie conteined, & particularlie 
mentioned inour late ſupplications, complaints , and prote- 
ſtarions : Doe hecreby profeſle, and before OR Angels, 
andthe V Vorld ſolemnelie declare: That, with oue,whole 
hearts wee agrecand reſolve all the dayes-of our life con» 
ſtantlie to adhere unto, and to defend the foreſaid true Re- 
ligion, and (forbearing the pradtiſe of all novations , alreadie 
introduced in the matrers of the worship,of G.O.D, or apro+ 
bation of the corruptions of the publike Governement ofthe 
Kirk or civill places and power of Kirkmen, till they be tryed 
and alowed in free Aſſemblies, and in Parlaments ) to labour 
by all meanes, lawfull ro recover. the puritie and libertie 
of the Goſpell, as it was eſtabliſhed and profefled before thc 
foreſaid novarions : and becauſe after due examination, wee 
plainelie perceave, and undoubredlie believe, that the Inno- 
vations & evils, conteined ih our Sy Patios omplaints,, 
and Proteſtations, have no warrant of the Word of God, are 
contrarie to the Articles of the toreſaid Confeſſions to the 
intention and meaning. of the bleſſed reformers of Religion: 
in this L and , to the above written Acts of Parlament, and 
doe ſenſiblie tend to thi re-eſtablisghing of the Popiſh Reli- 
gion and tyrannie, and to the ſubveriion. and ruine of the 
trucReformed-Religion, and of our Liberties, Lawes and 
Eſtates. V Vee alſo declare; that the forefaid Confefhons are 
to be interpreted, & ought to be underſtood of the foreſaid 
novations and evils, no leſſe than if every one of them had 
beene expreſlzd in the foreſaid-confeſhons, and that wee are 
obliged to deteſt. and abhorre them amongſt other particular 
heads of Papiſtric abjured therein. And therefore trom the 
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knowledge and conſcience of ourdutic to God, to ourKing 
arid Conntrey , without any worldly refpe& or inducement, 
{&farre as humane inflemitie will ſuffer; wiſhing a- further | 
meaſure of the grace of God for this effet. Wee promite , 
and fweare by the-Great Name of the Lord our GOD, to con: 
tinue inthe Profeſſion-and Obedience of the forefaid Reli« 
gion : That we hall deferid rhe fame, and refiſtall theſe cons 
frarie"errours and *corruptions, according 'to our vocation, 
and to the uttermoſt of that power that God hath put in our 

hands, all the dayes of our life : andinlike manner with the 
ſame heart, wee declare before God and Men, That wee 
have no intention'nor defire to'attempr any thing 'that may 
turne to the dif hoyour of God, or'to the diminution of the 
Kings Greatneſfe and: Authornie : But on the contraric , we 
promiſe and ſweare; that weeſtall , to the uttermoſt of our 
power, with our means and lives, ſtand to the defence of - | 
our dread Souveraine , the Kings Majeſtie , his Perfon and ' 
Authoritie, in the defence and preſervation of the foreſayd 
true Religion, Liberties and Lawes of the Kingdome : As 
alſo, to thi mutuall defence and'affiftance, every one of us 
of another in the fame canſe of maintaining rhe' true Reli- 
gion, and his Majeſties Authoritie,with our beſt counſell,our 


ws 


bodies, meanes, and whole power againſt all ſorts of perſons 
*'wharſoever. So that, whatſoeverſhall bee done to the leaft 
"of us forthat cauſe, { hall be takenas done to us all in gene- 
Tall, and to every one of us in particular. | 


And that wee ſhall neither dire&lie nor indireQlie ſuffer 
ourſelves to bee devided or withdrawen by whatſoever ſug- 
oeſtion, combination, allnrement , orterrour from this blet. 
ſed and loyall ConjunRtion, nor ſhall caſt in, any let or impe- 
diment that may ſtaye or hinder any ſuch refojution as ty 
common conſent ſhall be found to conduce for ſogor dends. 
But on the contraric, {hall by all Jawfull 'meanes _—_ to 
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further and prorffove the ſame, and if any ſuch dangerous 
and dfviſive motion be made tous by Word or V Vrit, V Ve, 
and every one of us, ſhall-either ſuppreſle it, or if need bee 
ſhall incontinent make the fame knowne, that it may be time- 
ouſly obviated ; neither doe wee feare the- foule aſperfions 


' of rebellion, combination,or what elſe our adverſaries from 


their craft and malice would put upon us, ſeeing what wee 
doe is ſo well warranted, and ariſeth from an unfained deſire 
to maintaine the true wor! hip of God, the Majeſtie of our 
King , and the peace of the Kingdome, ſor the common 
happineſſe of our ſelves, and the poſteritie. And becauſe 
wee cannot looke for a bleſſing from God upon our pro- 
ceedings , except with our Protefſion and Subſcription wee 

joyne ſuch a life and converlatian, as beſeemeth Chriſtians , 
who-haue renewed their Covenant with God. V Vee, there- 
fore, faithfullic promiſe, for our ſelves, our followers, and 
all others under us , both in publike, in our particular fami- 
lies and perfonall carriage, to endevour to keepe ourſelves 
within the bounds of Chriſtian libertic-, and to be good ex- 

amples to others of all Godlinefſe, Soberneſle, and Righte- 

ouineſſe, and of every deutic wee owe to God and Man, 

and that this our Vnion and ConjunRion may bee obſerved 
without violation, VVeecall Fe living God , the Searcher 

of our Hearts, to witnes , who knoweth this to bee-our 
fincere Deſire, and unfained Reſolution, as wee ſtall anſwere 
to /ESVS CHRIST, in the great day, & under the paine 
of Gods ever'aſting wrath, and of infamie, and of hofle of 
all honour & reſpect in this World, Moſt humblie beſeeching 
the LO RV, toſtrengthen us by his holy Spirit for this end: 

& to bleſle our deſires & proceedings with a happie ſuceeſle, 

that Religion & Righteouſnes may fl-uriſh in the Land, to the 
glory of God, the honour of our King,8& peace & comfort ef 
us all. In witnes wherof we haue ſubſcribed with ourhands all 
the premiſles, &c.. p 
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